[Keratin diseases].
The rapid development in human genome research has resulted in a tremendous increase in our understanding of the molecular basis of many genetic skin diseases. One outstanding example of this is diseases caused by mutations in keratin genes, which comprise several disorders of the epidermis, as for example the different types of epidermolysis bullosa simplex. In this respect, the most important questions have been to 1. Define the molecular defect. 2. Unravel the pathophysiological mechanisms that lead to the characteristic phenotype and 3. Design of new therapeutic strategies. Molecular research has contributed significantly to the first two issues whereas a therapeutic break-through has yet to appear.